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Good afternoon! 
 
I have mixed emotions as I come among you this afternoon remembering Sister Philomena 
Christopher and Sister Frances King, the other two founding members who have gone to their 
eternal reward.  
 
Pause with me for a moment as we remember them and all other Sisters and friends, living and 
deceased, who are with us in spirit today. 
 
I am extremely grateful and feel both humble and honored to recall the story of our beginning 
days as a Renewal Centre in this very building. 
 
In 1975, we, Presentation Sisters, began what we called Renewal Centre ministry. Since this was 
the first of its kind in NL, there were no guidelines to follow. The mandate given me by our 
Congregational Leader, Sister M. Nano, was “Go and find your way.”  Today we might say, 
“Make the path as you go.” 
 
In retrospect that mandate given me was a great act of trust though I didn’t realize it at the 
time.  All present here know that beginnings have challenges. This was post-Vatican II era in the 
church and the world.  In 1962, Pope John XIII announced the 21st Ecumenical Council. 
According to John XIII, Ecumenical Councils, however they are assembled, are a solemn 
declaration of unity, the oneness of all humanity.  His intention was to open the windows of the 
Church and let in some fresh air. This caused great excitement as well as consternation for us 
all. 
 
This excitement and desire for newness must have caught fire in the hearts of Presentation 
leaders in the 70’s and, as a faith community today, we are grateful for their vision. Anxious to 
embrace this newness, we welcomed the changes we longed for and embarked on another 
phase of ongoing renewal. Meanwhile, we were also left with much uncertainty, many 
questions in our searching for greater meaning as we, nudged along by the Spirit’s whisper,  
“I am doing a new thing. Can you not perceive it?” (Is. 43) 
 
Coupled with trust in the spirit I experienced great vulnerability. We were not only embracing a 
new ministry but doing so in an area in which I had not previously ministered. Aware that this 
was not a time of certainty or answers, I brought with me a card which read “Just as we learned 
all the answers, they changed all the questions.” The experience of vulnerability was a blessing 
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and led to a broader sense of the need for community and greater involvement by calling on 
and respecting the gifts of all the people of God. With the support of the Bishop, priests and 
laity, the ministry began to unfold. 
 
From the very beginning there was a ministry of hospitality; people of all faith traditions and 
others were welcomed and provided a safe place as they, too, were searching for greater 
meaning in uncertain times. 
 
In fidelity to the mandate given in the documents promulgated by post-Vatican II, our ministry 
focus was on formation of the laity.  The decree on the Apostolate of the Laity stated that there 
was a pressing need for the laity to exercise their God given right to share in the ministry and 
mission of Jesus. The first formal group process we engaged in was a program devised by Father 
Vince Dwyer in response to the needs of the time, GENESIS II - a new beginning. It gave us an 
opportunity to reflect on our Christian tradition with new eyes and an open heart. 
 
The pastor of the Cathedral, Father Bill Houlahan, was aware that some people in the faith 
community were beginning to question what they had previously taken for granted. He and 
newly ordained, Father Bill Hearn, were very supportive and seven couples and the pastor 
gathered as I presented the introductory session of GENESIS II. As I did so, not knowing the 
people present, I said, “If this is not what you’re looking for, maybe together we could come up 
with something different.” One gentleman responded immediately, “Listen, Sister, we have 
been grasping at a straw; we are open to whatever you offer.” That was affirming and we were 
off to a good start. 
 
Like most Centres in the 70’s we offered Sisters’ Retreats, Marriage Encounter, Engaged 
Encounter, Sacramental Preparation, High School Retreats, Days of Reflection, RCIA and, 
eventually a three-weekend Process for Lay formation. The significance here is that, over time, 
the lay people became more involved as leaders. A wonderful community spirit resulted as 
priests, religious and laity ministered together. 
 
Later, in response to emerging needs, there was outreach from the Centre to neighboring 
parishes, especially to parishes without resident Clergy. 
 
As so aptly stated in today’s Scripture Reading, there is a time and a season for everything. 
There is always need for change. But through the years one constant remained which was 
foundational and that was the hospitality and welcoming spirit that remains to this day. 
 
Now 42 years later the Spirit that empowered us then is now present as we together let go of 
one way to respond to the Dream of God and move forward to affirm and celebrate another 
expression of the same Dream. 
 
 


